Malines: The Third Conversation               305

from thirty years of study and from his English friendships. He
had not even that grasp of the essentials which Batiffol quickly
acquired from his contact with the Anglicans at Malines. He
never visualised Reunion, as most Anglicans would visualise
it, in the form of an honourable agreement between two
Churches of commensurable standing; to him it was more the
reconciliation of a body of schismatics with the Catholic
Church. The reconciliation was immensely important, because
it was the plain will of Our Lord. It should be corporate, be-
cause the process of individual conversion would be far too
slow; but if corporate Reunion flagged, it was for individuals
to make their separate peace with Rome. The Anglicans at
Malines frankly puzzled Tiim by their reluctance, when so near
the Roman position themselves, to draw a little nearer. With
engaging naivete he would suggest to them that they would
serve the cause of Reunion best by setting the example of con-
version to their fellows-countrymen. During one of the Con-
versations, when Gore had been a little difficult, Mercier
rounded on him and addressed him almost as though he were
General von Bissing and the Church of England were the Ger-
man General Staff. What a pity it was, he exclaimed, that people
who knew the truth would not tell it for fear of unpopularity!
An uncomfortable silence reigned for a moment round the
table, and then, in a quiet little voice, Gore murmured: *I don't
thmk anyone who knew me would say that about me;* which
was indeed an understatement.

The largeness of his heart embraced us all [wrote Dr. Frere of
the Cardinal], but his head did not seem to take in our position.
He had clearly established a logical argument for the Papacy, and
a position that satisfied him: a great deal of the discussion on the
subject must have seemed to trim very irrelevant; historical con-
siderations, even the history of doctrine, did not seem to appeal to
him, and naturally therefore ideas of theological development
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